
 

 

                           

                          
 

Food and Health Network AmeriCorps VISTA Position Description 
  
 

Position Timeframe: August 2014 – August 2015  
Location: Whitney Point, New York  
 

About the Food and Health Network: Food and Health Network SCNY (FaHN) is an eight-county 
coalition of diverse stakeholders working to build food-secure communities and a strong regional food 
system through collaboration. FaHN is an interdisciplinary, systematic, and regional approach to 
impact South Central NY’s food security.  

 
Service Description: The VISTA member will leverage funds to support a strong regional food system 
and provide support to community garden projects that serve low-income populations. Expand and 
strengthen partnerships that promote food security and healthy lifestyle choices. The VISTA will 
facilitate the collaborative efforts of FaHN member organizations to reduce food insecurity in SCNY by 
supporting resource development work of FaHN and its partner organizations. The FaHN VISTA will 
additionally work to reduce food insecurity by helping to increase FaHN membership. The VISTA will 
support emergency food distribution and community garden efforts in an 8 county region.  
 

 VISTA will support collaborative resource development to increase the capacity of the Food 
and Health Network SCNY (FaHN) and its partner organizations  

 Increase and manage FaHN individual and organizational memberships and sponsorships 

 Prepare and submit FaHN monthly online newsletter 

 Track and report relevant data for regional local food assessment 

 Increase produce donated by community gardens 
 

 
Qualifications: Excellent verbal, written and organizational skills. Fundraising and grant writing 
experience. Team work, leadership and community outreach. Proficiency with computers and standard 
programs. Interest in regional food systems, rural communities and or/social justice issues. Bachelor’s 
Degree in food systems, agriculture, education, healthy, human services or a related field preferred.  

 
Compensation and Program Benefits: One year full-time service commitment includes: 

 Living Allowance of $11,352  provided during service 

 Education Award of $5550 OR $1500 end of service stipend 

 VISTA Pre-Service Orientation: July 29 - August 1, 2014 at Siena College in Albany, NY 

 Health coverage 

 Child care subsidy available for qualified members 

 College loan forbearance  

 Relocation funds (up to $550) and mileage reimbursement for relocating available  

 College degree preferred 

 Monthly meetings with other members  
 
To apply: Visit https://sites.google.com/a/rhnscny.org/americorps-rhsc/home/vista and fill out the 
application. Please attach resume, writing sample, and (optional) letter of interest. For questions, 
please contact: jpitts@rhnscny.org 
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